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At a meeting of the Yale Medical Society held on April 23, the
following papers were presented:
EXPERIMENTAL PRODUCTION OF EDEMA IN DOGS
DANIEL C. DARROW, M.D., EDWARD B. HOPPER, M.D.)
AND M. KATHERINE CARY, B.A.
Edema was produced in dogs by changing the osmotic pressure
of the blood. This was accomplished by bleeding the dogs, sub-
stituting saline for the plasma of the blood and reinjecting the
altered blood. It was found that two bleedings a day of 300 to 500
cc. each were necessary to produce marked edema. The edema first
appeared on about the fifteenth day, coincident with the fall in
serum albumen to below 2 per cent. c. H. W.
SOME EFFECTS OF RATIONS POOR IN SALT
PEARL P. SWANSON, M.S., AND ARTHUR H. SMITH, PH.D.
Young rats, with a suitable control group, were placed on diets
low in salt, but otherwise adequate. It was found that on a salt-
poor diet the rate of growth diminished. Some of the rats stored
sufficient salt so that over certain periods there was no loss in growth.
The red cell count increased, with a constant hemoglobin. The
bones were soft and fragile in the animals on the salt-poor diet.
A rapid rate of growth in combination with a low salt diet is not
desirable. -C. H. W.
THE LEUCOCYTE PICTURE IN TUBERCULOSIS: CASES OF
PNEUMOTHORAX AND PHRENICOTOMY.
JOHN K. DEGAN, M.D., AND FERN OCH.
Forty-seven cases of tuberculosis, mostly far advanced, were
studied. No typical picture was found in the differential or total
white cell count of the cases studied, but there was a tendency
toward an increase in the monocytes in cases with a poor prognosis,
and an increase in the lymphocyte count in those cases that were
improving. Continued studies on a larger series of cases bear promise
of a definite trend in the differential count. . H. W.YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
RESPIRATORY EXCHANGE BETWEEN LUNG LOBULES WITHOUT
RESORT TO KNOWN ANATOMICAL PASSAGES.
GUSTAV E. LINDSKOG, M.D., HELEN G. RICHTER, B.A., AND
CHESTER M. VAN ALLEN, M.D.
The material presented has appeared, in large part, in the
YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE, vol. 2, p. 297.
PRESENT UNDERSTANDING OF THE PATHOGENESIS OF
OBSTRUCTIVE ATELECTASIS
CHESTER M. VAN ALLEN, M.D., THEODORE F. HAHN, B.S., AND
GUSTAVE E. LINDSKOG, M.D.
A previous paper concerning the respiratory exchange between
lung lobules has shown that there exist anatomical passages between
the structural units of the lung. In view of this fact, atelectasis
due to obstruction can not produce massive collapse unless the lesion
occludes the main bronchus supplying the lobe in question-c. C. B.
The Connecticut Public Health Association held its annual
meeting at the Yale University School of Medicine, on March
I4. The following papers were presented:
LABORATORY STUDIES ON UNDULANT FEVER IN CONNECTICUT
FRIEND LEE MICKLE
The speaker reviewed the studies carried on by the State De-
partment of Health in cooperation with the Department of Bac-
teriology of the Connecticut Agricultural College. -C. C. B.
PROPOSED MORBIDITY REGISTRATION AREA
R. C. WILLIAMS
A plan was presented for the establishment of a morbidity
registration area comprising those states where communicable
diseases are reasonably well reported. The general scheme was
similar to that now in effect in the registration area for births
and deaths. -C. C. B.
392STATUS OF PSITTACOSIS IN NEW HAVEN
JOHN L. RICE
On December 3, 1929, a parrot which had been in contact with
parrots ill with psitticosis was received from New York at a New
Haven bird store. This bird was sold to a New Haven family on
December 23, and the next day it became ill with psitticosis and
died seven days later. During the period of its illness, nine people
were exposed through contact with the bird, and of these, five
contracted the disease. All recovered. -F. B. W.
EXPERIENCES WITH THE MASSACHUSETrS CANCER PROGRAM
GEORGE H. BIGELOW
In the 20 years preceding I925, the cancer death-rate had in-
creased by 50 per cent in the State of Massachusetts. To cope with
this condition the state established a hospital to treat cancer patients.
Between the years I925 and 1928 it was found that of all the
people who came to this hospital 25 per cent had cancer, and 22
per cent had not seen a physician previously. Of those having
cancer, 50 per cent were regarded as cases in which cure was pos-
sible. Terminal cases were preferably treated at home.
In spite of an intensive public education campaign the interval
between the first symptoms and the consultation with a physician had
increased, and 45 per cent of patients with a diagnosis of cancer
waited a number of months before undergoing treatment.
Cancer has received a great deal of attention on account of its
deadly character, but there are many other diseases which have not
received sufficient attention. These diseases, like arthritis, in-
capacitate without killing, and form an economic problem fully as
pressing as that of cancer. -F. A. W.
The New Haven Medical Society was addressed on April 2, by DR. LAWRENCE BROWN of Saranac Lake on "The Diagnosis of
Pulmonary Tuberculosis by the General Practitioner".
In a very interesting presentation Dr. Brown stressed the five
criteria of pulmonary tuberculosis: i) hemoptysis; 2) pleurisy; 3)
rales; 4) X-ray; and 5) tubercle bacilli in the sputum. Pulmonary
tuberculosis can only be excluded when all of these criteria are
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absent. Of the localizing signs, hemoptysis and pleurisy are the
most important. Hemoptysis is very significant. Fine and medium
coarse rales heard over the third rib anteriorly and the third dorsal
vertebra posteriorly are characteristic. Essential is the method of
auscultation. The patient should be made to cough moderately,
nottoo loud, andthe cough should be followed by a deep inspiration.
When rales are not heard by this method they may be elicited by
what Dr. Brown calls the "third degree"-the patient expires about
one-half the air in his lungs, then coughs, and then inspires. The
rales must be persistent and be elicited on one or more occasion.
Changes in the breath sounds and tactile fremitus are not particularly
important. Dr. Brown believes that for the diagnosis of suspicious
cases "flat plates" are superior to "stereos". Roentograms often
show evidence of tuberculosis before clinical signs appear. There are
two types of mottlings seen on plates,-the linear markings, and
the irregularly scattered mottlings which are tuberculous in nature.
These irregular markings were found in 96 to 98 per cent of persons
with tubercle bacilli in the sputum. The number of tubercle bacilli
found in the sputum is absolutely no index of the activity of the
lesion. Whereas the localizing signs are important in the diag-
nosis of pulmonary tuberculosis, the constitutional signs are im-
portant in indicating the activity of the disease. Physical signs are
most misleading, especially the quality and quantity of the rales.
Hemoptysis may or may not be significant; if the tuberculous patient
is in good health the hemoptysis is not of consequence, but if hemop-
tysis is accompanied by cyanosis, dyspnea, and tachycardia it is of
grave consequence. The way the patient himself feels is the best
evidence of the activity of the lesion. -J. J. DU M.
DR. PHILIP D. WILSON, of Harvard University, addressed the
New Haven Medical Association on May 7 on the subject of "The
Treatment of Fractures".
In his introductory remarks Dr. Wilson stressed the importance
of recognizing the fact that fractures of the long bones involve
damage not only to the bony structure itself but also to the soft parts
immediately adjacent. Lesions of the bone are generally recogniza-
ble upon physical examination and upon X-ray study; soft-part
injury it not readily detected by the clinical methods at hand.
394However, the repair of soft-part damage may play as important
a part in the ultimate functional and economic result as proper align-
ment of the bony fragments.
The major portion of the paper was concerned with lantern slides
demonstrating the roentgenological evidence of fractures of the
long bones of the extremities and photographs of the accepted meth-
ods of treatment by means of closely fitting plaster splints and the
several forms of traction. Manipulative reduction of certain frac-
tures, especially those of the wrist and ankle, was discussed, and
X-ray evidence was presented of the applicability of open reductions
with fixation in non-uniting fractures and in cases with displacement
of condylar fractures. -C. c. B.
A notable group of speakers addressed the Connecticut Con-
ference of Social Work which held its annual meeting in New Haven
April 27 to 29, with Mr. Clarence Blakeslee as President. Dr.
Ray Lyman Wilbur, Secretary of the Interior and Chairman of the
White House Conference on Child Welfare, in his address at the
opening general session in Woolsey Hall, outlined the progress
which has been made in education, public health, and social work,
and emphasized in a forceful manner the value of preventive
medical service.
The Yale Institute of Human Relations was described by Ed-
gar S. Furniss, Dean-Elect of the Graduate School, Charles E.
Clark, Dean of the Law School, and Dr. Arnold Gesell, Director
of the Yale Psycho-Clinic. The Health Section also conducted
two sessions in Lauder Hall and the Surgery Amphitheatre of the
Yale School of Medicine. At the first session, on "The Treatment
and Prevention of Tuberculosis" the speakers were:-
Dr. Herbert R. Edwards, New Haven Board of Health,
Chairman,
Dr. Iago Galdston, New York Academy of Medicine,
Miss Jessamine Whitney, Statistician, National Tuberculosis
Association,
Miss Elizabeth Culver, Director Public Health Nursing,
Greenwich,
Dr. R. S. Patterson, Director, Health Education, John Han-
cock Mutual Life Insurance Company.
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The second session, on "The Treatment and Prevention of
Cancer", was addressed by:-
Dr. W. F. Wild, Health Officer, Bridgeport, Chairman,
Dr. R. V. Brokaw, American Society forthe Control of Cancer,
Dr. Samuel C. Harvey, Yale School of Medicine,
Miss Ida Cannon, Chief of Social Service, Massachusetts
General Hospital,
James G. Stone, Cancer Control Committee of New Haven.
Elected:
To the Editorial Board of the YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY
AND MEDICINE: Jean J. Du Mortier, Clement C. Clark, Lee
W. Dean Jr., and Frederick A. Wies.
To the honorary society of Alpha Omega Alpha: Clarence H.
Cole, Jean J. Du Mortier, Paul A. Harper, Harold E.
Harrison, Marion B. Leonard, Max Taffel, and Carl H.
Wies.
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